


Introduction

The Bible is the most important piece of property anyone in this world could ever own. The

Bible teaches us about the world, history, ourselves, but most importantly God. We should 

at the same time also be mindful that the Bible is an ancient document. It is not devoid of 

context and it is not removed from history, culture, language and politics. Some things are 

easy to understand when we read them at first glance, other things might be confusing or 

unclear. For passages belonging to the second category it is important to apply certain 

principles of study in order to get a better and clear understanding on the meaning of the 

passage. 

What is the goal?

The goal of Bible study is this: To come to the same understanding of a passage that 

the author had when he first wrote it. In other words, we are trying to find the Authorial 

Intent. The Bible was never  meant to be interpreted from the perspective of the reader, as

some liberals have suggested throughout the centuries. When we communicate in a non-

verbal manner with others, we expect them use a uniform and culturally accepted standard

when interpreting our words. You and your boss do not each have a different interpretation

of your pay check. You and your spouse try build a healthy marriage on the grounds of 

clear and defined communication (verbal and non verbal). You and your doctor do not 

interpret each others emails or prescription differently. When we communicate, we do so 

with the intention that the one being communicated towards will attempt to understand our 

original intention. It is the same with the Bible. 

knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 

someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by 

the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 

the Holy Spirit. - 2 Peter 1:20-21

Historical Background

Being aware of the time and place a Biblical passage was written in helps a lot in getting 

the right mindset to correctly understand a passage. Loads of tools are available for this. 



You can buy yourselves a good study Bible like the ESV Study Guide or John 

MacArthur's Study Bible. Any good commentary on a Bible book will include a historical 

background of the book. Good websites that can help you as well are Studylight, 

GotQuestions, GraceToYou, LigonierMinistries and BibleGateway. The nice thing 

about studying the historical background of a passage is that you normally only have to do 

that once. It doesn't mean that you should be an expert in the history or knowledgeable of 

the original languages. It simply means look at what historians say the big events of the 

time was, how the culture was in broadstrokes and try to read the passage from that point 

of view. Once you are knowledgeable of the history, everyt ime you read that book it will 

help you.

Observation

When studying a passage, simply start by reading it, then reading it again and again. 

Simply observe the text and look for the following:

Repetition:

When reading a chapter or a larger passage, look for repetitions. Repetitions of words, 

thoughts or concepts. Repetition is a method the ancient writers used when they would try 

to write something in BOLD. For example, in the book of 1 John, try and count how many 

times John uses the words, love, fellowship, light and truth. After counting and realizing 

John's excessive usage of those words, you'd be way more alert and attentive to what he 

is trying to emphasize and carry over to you the reader. 

Verbs (Werkwoorde):

Take note of verbs. Verbs are like highways for you to use to get to the authorial intent. Is 

the author given instruction and commands? Verbs also help you to look for application in 

a passage, but we will look at application at a later time. A great verse to use for this 

example is John 3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. Try and look at the 

verbs in this verse. Loved, gave and believes. A beautiful application one can quickly 

draw from the text is that true love is active, it is giving. The text also implies action on our 

behalve, believe! Identifying verbs is a great and fun way to discover the meaning of the 



text

Conclusion

This is section one of part 5. In the coming studies we will take a look at other aspects of 

Bible study and application. For now, take note of these principles and try to apply them in 

your study of God's word. God's magnificent and precious word.


